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Walpole Primary School is located in the Walpole Wilderness, on the south coast of 
West Australia.  The town is surrounded by farms, waterways and national parks.  This 
provides an ideal location to link education and environment. According to socio- economic 
classification, in comparison to other school communities in Australia, Walpole is slightly 
higher than the national average. 
 
Like the town, the primary school is affected by dwindling numbers.  Sixty one students 
were enrolled at the start of the school year, down from 95 in 2014.  The loss of the 
Year 7 students to high school had a dramatic effect on the school. Lower numbers 
allowed us to have four very small classes of from nine to twenty two students, 
permitting for a high level of personalised attention.  
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Our Motto ï 
zI\opm`' >pgopm`' Apopm`{ 

 
This motto drives the Vision and Purpose of the school.  
 Nature Culture Future 

Vision 

Worldly view 
Ethical understanding 
Stewardship of natural environment 

Personal best 
Critical thinkers 
Tolerant, accepting & collaborative 

Adaptive 
Lifelong learner 

Purpose 

Local perspective 
Differentiated curriculum 
Various groupings 
Integrated learning & explicit 
teaching 
Gradual release model 

Children lead 
Can do/be their best 
Collaboration & independence 
Teacher & self- assessment 

Learn from past 
Technology savvy 
Local, national & global 
perspectives 
Tools to think, reflect & act  

 
Oc` n^cjjg ^jiodip`_ oj kmjqd_` \ |rjmg_gt qd`r rdoc \ gj^\g k`mnk`^odq`}. In 2016, the 
URWalpole theme was Oceans.  The students learnt about the Leeuwin Current, 
microplastics, revegetation of the dunes, invasive species and traditional and recent use of 
oceans by people. They participated in a UWA Research Project to identify whether 
microplastics were to be ajpi_ ji <pnom\gd\}n kmdnodi` ]`\^c`n) 
 
The students conducted a waste survey and were horrified at the waste a small school 
like ours produced in one day.  To turn this around, a Waste Wise Committee was 
formed and a submission  to Waste Wise was entered and approved. 
 
A plan is now in place to educate the students about the importance of reducing and 
reusing waste. 
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The school has a strong environmental focus and uses the natural surrounds as a source 
of learning. Some science- based projects included: 
¶ Vegetable garden and orchard  
¶ Breeding chickens  
¶ Producing fertilizer from chickens and worms 
¶ Care of animals-  marron, fish, chickens, worms 
¶ Using produce from the garden for Wednesday lunches and cooking lessons 
¶ Reuse, recycle and reduce-  nesting box straw in composting bin for garden; old 

water tank used to make raised garden beds; storm- damaged trees and branches 
chipped and used as mulch. 

¶ Collating rubbish collected at Circus Beach. 
¶ Rehabilitating the beach and bushland and collecting invasive snails with Gary Muir 

(WOW Cruises), the Catchment Council and DPaW. 
¶ Microplastics research with UWA. 

Bunnings paid a visit to the school and donated a number of plants for the garden. Staff 
continue to educate and collaborate with the students to enable them to learn about the 
garden. 
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Extra support was provided for Numeracy to enable the implementation of small group, 
hands on activities (BUILD-  B-  Buddy games, U-  Using Manipulatives, I-  Independent 
Work, L-  Learning About Numbers and D-  Doing Math). 
 
The students were exposed to a range of 
opportunities, academic, social, artistic and 
sporting.  A number of Year 6 students 
enrolled in the Hale21 Future Schools 
project, which extends the thinking of 
students beyond the classroom.  The Year 
3- 6 students learnt Italian through the 
School of Isolated and Distance Education.  
This will be put on hold for 2017 until 
the bandwidth issues are resolved, as there 
were a lot of technical difficulties 
experienced.  The whole school was involved in visiting performances/workshops including 
World of Maths, Scitech, dance and Mediaark (digital animation). 
 
They participated in community events such as the Walpole Fifteen Minute Wonders and 
ANZAC.  They invited the local seniors to school to share their stories and cook them a 
h`\g)  Oc` n`idjmn diqdo`_ oc` nop_`ion oj kg\t b\h`n amjh oc` |jg_`i _\tn} and sing 
songs.   
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The Year 5/6 students learnt about children in other countries and completed a 
community project to fundraise money for those who are less fortunate than themselves.  
They designed and created objects out of recycled materials and then sold them at the 
Bizarre Bazaar in town.  They raised a total of $565 for various charities such as 
Australian Red Cross, Save the Children Fund Australia, Oxfam and UNICEF. 

 
The school choir performed at other primary schools while they were on camp.  This 
included Dardanup PS, Nannup DHD and Yallingup Steiner School. These schools shared 
oc`dm |o\g`ion} rdoc jpm students. Some of the students performed at the Albany Eisteddfod, 
with two students earning first place for their duet.   
 
Oc` nop_`ion k\mod^dk\o` di |?mph]`\o} rcd^c dn mpi ]t oc` N^cjjg >c\kg\di)  <gg nop_`ion 
from Year 3- 6 had the chance to develop their resiliency skills through this program.  A 
k\m`io qjgpio``m`_ oj _`q`gjk oc` T`\m 1 nop_`ion} _mphhdib nfdggn di m`\_di`nn ajm oc` 
end of year concert.  What a performance they gave! 
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The students attended a basketball workshop and had an opportunity to learn golf and 
try out their skills at the Walpole Country Club. They participated in a variety of 
carnivals including Cross Country, Athletics, Winter sports and Swimming.  The school 
won both the Winter and Interschool Carnivals against neighbouring small schools.  
 

 
 
 
The Student Councillors attended a Shire 
Council meeting where they shared their views 
on what would improve the town for younger 
residents.  One student suggested that they 
jazz up the toilet block on the town oval.  
This resulted in the Shire securing a grant to 
enable Lewis Horne, a Nannup artist, to work 
with the students on a mosaic display.  This 
now has pride of place on the town oval toilet 
building. 
 




